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Home Schooling in Iowa 

For a number of years Iowa has had a home schooling provision, which is still an option, 

known as “Competent Private Instruction”, that allows parents to provide instruction for 

their own children at home, following specific guidelines. In 2013 the Iowa legislature 

established Independent Private Instruction (IPI), a home schooling option for private or 

religious-based home instruction, that allows a parent to instruct not only her own 

children but up to four unrelated children. Complete information about both options is 

available in the Private Instruction Handbook, 2014-15, Iowa Department of 

Education. A comparison chart from the Handbook is included with this document. 

 

Education Reform Bill HF 215 and Independent Private Instruction 

The governor’s 2013 Education Reform Bill, HF 215, was initially described as “A bill 

for an act relating to and providing for education reform involving student, teacher, and 

administrator programs and activities under the purview of the department of education, 

the state board of education, the college student aid commission, school districts, and 

accredited nonpublic schools . . .” 

 

HF 215 was amended in the House Education Committee (Amendment H1021 filed by 

Cecil Dolecheck, Ringgold County, House District 24) to insert Division XII Independent 

Private Instruction, pages 58-64 of HF 215 (HJ 307). There was little publicity at the time 

regarding this radical change in home schooling. Eventually many legislators had to in 

effect vote for Independent Private Instruction, even though they were opposed to it, 

because in 2013 the House had failed to act on education funding in the timeframe 

required under the law. Near the end of the session, education funding was tied to the 

Education Reform bill, so both funding and reform provisions had to be voted upon as a 

package.  

 

Ironically, though the massive bill focused on higher standards and increased 

expectations for public schools and licensed educators, Independent Private Instruction 

and the rules written for its implementation: 

1. Allowed parents to “teach” their children and up to four unrelated students at home 

without notifying the district they are doing so. Parents who wish to enroll students in 

Competent Private Instruction must file an application with the school district. There 

is no application for IPI. 
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2. Exempted Independent Private Instruction from all state education laws and rules, 

except truancy and attendance. How can attendance be monitored by education 

officials when parents are not required to report the names of children receiving 

instruction through Independent Private Instruction? A district could be totally 

unaware of the existence of the child. 

3. Allowed district officials to inquire about missing students, but they are not required 

to do so. In reality, inquiries can be made only if the officials are aware that the 

students live in the attendance area. They may not even know to ask. 

4. Allowed the district to request, but does not require, the name of the primary 

instructor. 

5. Required that children enrolled in IPI are to receive instruction in mathematics, 

reading and language arts, science, and social studies, but education officials have no 

right to request information about instructional content, set standards for that content, 

or require annual or any other type of assessment of progress. 

6. Exempted children from immunization and health screening requirements. 

7. Said children may not dual enroll in public schools for academics or extracurricular 

activities. 

8. Said children many not receive special education services. 

9. Said children may not be issued a diploma. 

 

Even though a person may provide Independent Private Instruction to unrelated children, 

she does not have to hold any type of education license or have any preparation as a 

teacher and is allowed to function for all practical purposes as a teacher without meeting 

any licensure requirements.  

 

Licensed educators in Iowa must meet standards and requirements specified in the Iowa 

Administrative Code and must comply with the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics. 

No one can teach in Iowa schools without being properly licensed. Medical, legal and 

other professionals in Iowa may not practice without proper training and licensure, so is it 

appropriate for the Iowa legislature allow this exception in education?  

 

Child Welfare 

To ensure child welfare, licensed educators in our schools are subject to background 

checks. Beginning in 2000, Iowa has required background checks for initial applicants for 

an education license and in 2006 for licensure renewals. The applicant is fingerprinted 

and signs a waiver to authorize the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation and the FBI 

to check the child abuse registry, sex offender registry, and the dependent adult abuse 

registry. No background checks are required for those who provide IPI. Licensed 

educators in Iowa are also mandatory reporters of suspected child abuse or neglect.  

 

None of these child welfare or safety provisions are required for those providing IPI; they 

and the children are totally unsupervised. 

 

Rationale Given for Independent Public Instruction 

Those who support IPI cite the parent’s liberty and the right of parents to direct their 

child’s education free from government control. They seldom mention the right of the 
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child to an education. It is a huge mistake to assume that all who say they are providing 

Independent Private Instruction are in fact good and decent people who will do the right 

thing and provide an education in a safe environment for children. 

 

IPI supporters state that research has proven that home schooling is effective and 

provides an excellent education. The effectiveness of some home schooling methods can 

be measured if there are requirements, standards, and assessments of progress. However, 

no reputable researcher can use valid research strategies to prove that Independent Private 

Instruction is an effective method of home schooling when the students are unknown, the 

content of the curriculum is unknown, standards are nonexistent, and measures to 

document progress are absent.  

 

Under IPI, there is no reporting of data to Iowa education officials—a whole category of 

Iowa kids is essentially invisible. Iowa cannot evaluate the effectiveness of Independent 

Private Instruction when it is neither standards based nor research based, unlike 

instruction that is provided in our schools. 

 

Shared Responsibility to Educate and Protect 

Our state and communities share responsibility with parents to provide access to quality 

education for Iowa kids and we share accountability for the safety and welfare of those 

children. In his 2015 Condition of the State address, the governor said Iowa children 

count on us to give them a world-class education and he asked for measures to protect 

students in schools. AAUW Iowa believes the responsibility to protect should also extend 

to children who are receiving instruction outside of the public school setting. 

 

Wouldn’t most Iowans agree that it is unacceptable for Iowa to allow some students to 

potentially receive a substandard, if any, education and for children to possibly be in 

situations in which abuse or neglect could occur without anyone being aware?  

 

These children have no political power and no voice. Responsible adults need to speak 

out on their behalf. 

 

Action Needed 

AAUW Iowa’s Public Policy Program advocates for “Standards for home, charter, and 

private schools that are consistent with standards for public schools.” and “Maintaining 

high licensure standards for educators and administrators”.  

 

Based on these considerations, AAUW Iowa supports repeal of this home schooling 

provision that falls far short of ensuring quality education for every child in Iowa, fails to 

protect a child’s right to an education, and fails to monitor child welfare. In the 2014 and 

2015 legislative sessions, a bill was introduced to repeal the provisions of Independent 

Private Instruction. In both years, the bill was not allowed out of the House Education 

Committee. Ask your legislators to correct this mistake and repeal Independent Private 

Instruction. 

 

 


