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The Value of Affiliation with AAUW: By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through 
educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

 
Welcome to this monthly electronic publication. You are invited to share this information with other 

members and branch leaders by forwarding it to them or providing a hard copy. 
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October 2016 Connector article from Maureen White, AAUW Iowa Public Policy Director 
 
Discouraged, But Determined: Our Voice Will Be Heard 
 
Many Americans are disappointed in the lack of substantive discussion of critical issues 
like climate change, access to quality education, child welfare, pay equity, freedom from 
sexual harassment or assault in the workplace and schools, human trafficking, 
protecting the right to vote, criminal justice reform, economic insecurity, and more 
during this election cycle.  
 
Results of this election will determine whether or not AAUW can make progress toward 
advancing equity for women and girls. To help members know where candidates stand 
on issues, Voter Guides for U.S. President, Vice President, Senate, First Congressional 
District, and Third Congressional District were prepared by AAUW staff. They were 
emailed to all branch (affiliate) presidents and public policy directors for distribution to 
their members. They are also available on the AAUW website. You may share them with 
others who are not members of AAUW, so make use of them at events or when talking 
with individuals.  
 
Another resource is the Congressional Voting Record for the 114th Congress (January 
2015-August 2016), now available on the AAUW website at: 
 https://www.aauwaction.org/voter-education/congressional-voting-record 
Printed copies can be ordered from AAUW. 
 
Over 95% of AAUW members are registered to vote, so every one of us needs to be sure 
we vote because women’s voices have too often not been heard and are under-
represented. But don’t stop with your vote. It’s been suggested that younger voters and 



minority voters are less likely to vote this year, so make a special effort to encourage 
these women (and men) to vote as well.  
 
Remember that Iowa does not require an ID in order to vote, but individuals need a 
current ID to register to vote. Those not yet registered to vote can do so at their county 
court house, satellite voter registration locations, or at the polls on election day. The 
pre-registration deadline is 10 days before the November 8 election. Pre-registration 
gets your name on the precinct list and makes voting go much quicker. Voter 
registration information is available at the Iowa Secretary of State website: 
https://sos.iowa.gov 
 
We need you to be an advocate for women and girls in Iowa by asking questions of 
candidates prior to the election, attending candidate forums, and becoming informed 
about their positions on issues so you can determine if they will represent your 
interests. 
 
Advocacy does not end with the election. We need every one of you to be a member of 
the AAUW Action Network, which allows you to receive regular updates on national 
issues and to easily take action by contacting your U.S. Senator or Congressperson. Sign 
up at aauw.org if you are not already a network member. 
In Iowa, we need you to write, email, phone or talk before and during the legislative 
session with those elected to represent you. The AAUW Iowa Lobby Day on 
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 at the state Capitol is wonderful opportunity to make 
our presence known and our voices heard. 
 
Lastly, branch (affiliate) presidents, public policy directors, and members have been 
encouraged to contact Senator Grassley to ask him to hold hearings for President 
Obama’s nominee for the Supreme Court, Merrick Garland. AAUW’s Public Policy 
Principals for Action state, “We support a fair, balanced, and independent judiciary.”, 
but as we have seen, the Supreme Court has not been able to function effectively since 
the death of Justice Scalia and the resulting vacancy. The long vacancy on the Supreme 
Court has delayed or prevented action on a number of issues that are priorities for 
AAUW.  
Contact Senator Grassley, even if you have already.  
His address is 135 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510.  
Phone number 202-224-3744.  
Email can be sent to chuck_grassley@grassley.senate.gov 
 


